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About Central to Eveleigh 
The Central to Eveleigh area, characterised by a diverse social 
and cultural mix, is a wonderful part of our city with a rich history, 
where people are increasingly drawn to live and work. Covering 
around 50 hectares of government-owned land in and around 
three kilometres of rail corridor between Central and Erskineville 
stations, it has the key ingredients to attract global talent and 
investment, and is increasingly integral to Sydney’s position as a 
global city.

With its proximity to transport, education, employment and 
cultural facilities, the Central to Eveleigh area presents an 
opportunity to address challenges facing Sydney today, and our 
aim is to create some of the most liveable neighbourhoods in the 
world. Significant government investment and effort is required 
to foster conditions that will manage growth well and deliver a 
healthy mix of homes, jobs, connectivity and amenity. 

The area contains a large social housing estate at Waterloo,  
and renewal of this area has been unlocked by a new Sydney 
Metro station. 

The area has two of the busiest rail stations in Sydney, Central and 
Redfern, with both at the centre of a complex state-wide transport 
network. A cohesive approach is needed that not only captures 
unprecedented investment in rail infrastructure, but also creates 
environments and living spaces that encourage walking and 
cycling, enhances existing cultural and economic assets, adds to 
Sydney’s economic success, and establishes places in which the 
broadest of communities can find a home and a future.

Transformation and growth 
The potential is for:

a connected network of quality public  
open spaces 

a broad range of homes including 
Affordable Housing and renewed social 
housing in Waterloo 

contemporary workplaces particularly in 
the creative and innovation sectors

new community facilities at the heart of 
each neighbourhood

green walkable streets and improved 
connections over the railway line 

potential improvements to Redfern Station, 
the upgrade of Central Station and a new 
Sydney Metro station at Waterloo.

New public  
spaces and 

facilities

Supporting 
jobs in 

innovation and 
knowledge 
industries

Around 
50 hectares  

of government-
owned land

Diverse mix of  
new homes

Connecting Sydney’s diverse and vibrant 
communities, strengthening the global city  
and making a great place to live.

About Central to Eveleigh and the  
Urban Transformation Strategy



Renew Redfern 
Station*

Create centres 
of activity around 
stations

Create a green 
network

Create a centre for 
Sydney’s growing 
economies

Create walking and cycling 
connections across the 
railway corridor

Strengthen arts, 
culture and heritage

Connect the city with 
surrounding places

Integrate new high density 
mixed use buildings with 
existing neighbourhoods 
and places

Deliver a new metro 
station at Waterloo

Deliver a diversity of 
housing choice, tenure 
and price points

Ten key moves for successful transformation
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6 7 8 9 10

A vision that allows growth and builds a great place

Community
This will be a 
place that builds 
community by 
celebrating our 
rich diversity and 
heritage, and 
gives everyone 
easy access to 
community and 
cultural facilities.

Housing
This will be a 
place with a 
broader supply 
and choice of 
homes and 
active, safe and 
attractive public 
places to support 
social diversity 
and community 
connections.

Working
This will be a 
dynamic and 
popular place to 
work – a place 
that connects 
many types 
of businesses 
and offers the 
right balance 
and diversity of 
service, trade, 
digital, education, 
innovation 
and creative 
industries.

Environment
This will be 
a place that 
responds to 
economic, social 
and climatic 
changes in ways 
that benefit our 
quality of life and 
the quality of 
our environment 
– a place that 
harnesses new 
opportunities 
to enrich the 
community.

Further assessment and investigation is needed before a government decision to progress any of the key moves as potential projects.
*Subject to approvals and funding availability.
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The Strategy will contribute to the transformation 
of Central to Eveleigh through three projects. The 
projects include five precincts of government-
owned land and more detailed planning for these 
precincts will lead to detailed masterplans and 
rezoning proposals. 

Central Station
Central Station has the potential to be 
home to a new world class transit hub 
in a bustling precinct. This precinct will 
be the subject of more detailed planning 
given its potential impact on Sydney as 
a whole. It will be planned as a separate 
program by Transport for NSW. 

Waterloo Estate
The Waterloo precinct will leverage many 
benefits for the public from the planned 
Sydney Metro station adjacent to Botany 
Road. As a significant infrastructure 
investment, the metro station can unlock 
transformation of the surrounding area, 
including the renewal of over 2,000 ageing 
social housing dwellings. There is the 
opportunity to create new high-quality 
public areas, with a mix of active ground 
floor land uses including new multi-purpose 
community centres.

Planning will be integrated with the site of 
the new Sydney Metro Station at Waterloo.

Redfern to Eveleigh
Redfern Station has the potential to be 
the renewed core of this vibrant and 
historic place - a new place for Sydney’s 
growing innovation and technology 
industries. North Eveleigh could provide 
new homes close to community facilities 
and cultural, education and work 
opportunities. The rail heritage assets 
in Eveleigh could be adapted for reuse, 
giving new life to the neighbourhood’s 
distinct character. South Eveleigh could 
see a diversity of housing including 
renewed social housing which could be 
built around parks, community facilities 
and neighbourhood shops. 

Transformation could lead to:

Waterloo
Approximately 16 hectares

Potential timing:  
medium to long term (5-15+ years)

Potential growth: Around 5,000 
new dwellings (in addition to future 
integrated planning with the site of  
the new Sydney Metro station)

Central Station
Approximately 22 hectares

Potential timing:  
medium to long term (5-15+ years)

Potential growth: to be determined

Redfern to Eveleigh
Approximately 12 hectares

Potential timing: short to medium term (2-15 years)

Potential growth:  
North Eveleigh 600-700 dwellings  
South Eveleigh 400-700 dwellings  
Redfern Station to be determined (subject to 
feasibility studies and rail operation needs)



Challenges for Sydney Opportunities in Central to Eveleigh

The challenges and potential
The transformation will be exciting and challenging. The area includes ageing public  
housing estates and train stations, as well as communities split by a major rail corridor.

Provide a diversity of homes including new and  
more social housing, Affordable Housing, and  
reduce the costs of utilities through great design

The growing costs of living 

Aim to promote local job growth closer to  
where people live and reduce car dependency Heavy congestion and long commutes to work

Create more activity as people living closer  
to parks and services walk or ride more each weekNegative health impacts of inactivity

Promote active transport and great  
sustainable design

The average Co2 footprint is about  
four tonnes per person per year

Working

Housing

Community

Environment

Delivery 
UrbanGrowth NSW works collaboratively with 
others in government to ensure health, education, 
transport and other public amenity is considered 
during urban transformation.

Underpinning complex urban transformation is cross-government 
coordination involving Transport for NSW, Department 
of Planning and Environment, Department of Family and 
Community Services, the Greater Sydney Commission, 
Department of Education, NSW Health, the Sydney Local Health 
District and crucially also the City of Sydney. 

PrecinctProject Governance Stakeholders

• Service providers

• Government 
agencies 

• City of Sydney 

• Community 

• Business

• Others

Central Station  
Precinct 

Led by Transport for NSW 

Central Station

Redfern Station 
South Eveleigh 
North Eveleigh

UrbanGrowth NSW in 
partnership with Transport for 
NSW and the Department of 
Family and Community Services

Redfern to Eveleigh

Waterloo 
Precinct Waterloo Estate

Led by the Department of Family 
and Community Services, with 
UrbanGrowth NSW undertaking 
masterplanning for the area



Community facilities 
• A new secondary school at 

Cleveland Street and new 
classrooms for existing schools

• New community facilities 
that cater for a diversity of 
communities needs

Better transport choices 
• Potential to renew Redfern  

Station and upgrade Central 
Station

• A new Sydney Metro station at 
Waterloo 

Housing diversity 
• Broaden the supply and choice 

of homes, and active and 
attractive public places

• A long term target of 5-10% 
Affordable Housing 

• New and better social housing at 
Waterloo Estate

Density done well 
• Set the benchmark for how 

different buildings and structures, 
old and new, are integrated 

• Ensure the mix, location and design 
of buildings are the best they can 
be and include active streetscapes 
and accessible public spaces 

Arts, heritage and culture 
• Celebrate the area’s rich diversity 

and unique character
• Create great places and 

experiences led by a creative 
placemaking strategy

• Refurbished heritage buildings

Sustainability 
• A place that positively responds 

to economic, social and climatic 
changes 

• A place that harnesses new 
opportunities to enrich the 
community

A vibrant economy 
• Retain a diversity of businesses 
• Agglomeration of small to 

medium innovation enterprise 
around Redfern

• Support a major Sydney 
technical innovation and creative 
corridor 

Green and connected public spaces
• Residents to be within walking 

distance of useable public open space
• A green infrastructure approach  

that will see more green buildings 
• Improved pedestrian and bicycle 

connections alongside new and 
improved parks

1. UrbanGrowth NSW has developed an Urban  
Transformation Strategy in consultation with the  
community and key stakeholders. 

2. The Strategy was developed with the community and 
stakeholders over two years, alongside a number of studies 
and assessments.

3. The Strategy demonstrates great city planning and is 
consistent with the City of Sydney’s plans for Sydney 
2030, the Greater Sydney Commission’s district planning 
ambitions, and the Australian Government’s smart  
cities plan.

4. This Strategy has informed the development of the Greater 
Sydney Commission’s draft District Plan and will be used 
as a reference document for future planning in the area. 
Feedback on the draft District Plan will also help inform 
future precinct planning.

5. Future transformation in each precinct will be guided by the 
ambition, vision and the 10 key moves of the Strategy, that 
set the framework for the future delivery of public benefit 
and growth. These will demonstrate the contribution that 
government-owned land can make to delivering a diverse 
range of homes alongside better public transport, new and 
connected public spaces and community facilities, and  
in turn, how Central to Eveleigh can contribute to a  
growing Sydney. 
 

Partnership with 
government agencies

Collaboration with  
City of Sydney

Consultation with  
communities

The process of transformation

Strategic directions to transform Central to Eveleigh



• Industry and 
community 
consultation on 
opportunities and 
constraints in the 
area

We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation as the traditional 
owners of the land within the Central to Eveleigh Program Area and we 

recognise the importance of this place to all Aboriginal people.centraltoeveleigh.com.au

Community and stakeholder engagement 
There are a large number of government and community 
stakeholders who need to come together to discuss the 
successful transformation of Central to Eveleigh. There will be a 
platform for these discussions through ongoing community and 
stakeholder engagement activities. 

There has been strong community and stakeholder support for the 
vision and the key moves that will guide the transformation. There 
are more challenging conversations and diverse views around 
heritage, density, human service provision, planning pathways, the 
amount of green space and quota of Affordable Housing.

There will be continuing community engagement plans 
developed for each precinct of government-owned land.

Of more than 200 participants at a workshop in May 2015, 
around three quarters believed the vision provides the right 
direction and they would want to continue to live in the area if 
the vision becomes reality.

More than a third felt there will be benefits of increased density 
and believed the area would improve; a further third were unsure 
about the impact on the area; and the remaining third saw little 
benefit and thought the area would be worse with more people.

Transformation will happen over many years, offering many 
opportunities for people to stay involved. Community and 
stakeholder consultation has informed the development of the 
Urban Transformation Strategy and will also shape the future 
development plans for each precinct.

• Community and 
stakeholder 
consultation on 
vision and key moves 

• Start of consultation 
on North Eveleigh 
Precinct as an 
exemplar of the 
outcomes of 
transformation

• Continued 
consultation on 
North Eveleigh

• Release of the Urban 
Transformation 
Strategy 

• Further master-
planning for precincts 
of government- 
owned land 

We are here

2014 2015 early 2016 2016-2017

Translation and Interpreting Service (TIS)
UrbanGrowth NSW is planning new homes, jobs and opportunities for local communities. Call 13 14 50 if you need help understanding English  
and TIS will phone UrbanGrowth NSW for you at no cost.


