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About UrbanGrowth NSW
We are the NSW Government’s urban transformation 
agency. Our ambition is to transform city living so it is 
more vibrant, connected and healthy for all. 

Through the delivery of world-class urban 
transformation, we aim to:

• better use government land for public benefit in 
the form of new housing, workplaces, community 
facilities and infrastructure

• improve our urban spaces

• support growth in Sydney by providing new housing 
and jobs near public transport services.

We lead collaboration between agencies, councils, 
residents and industry on projects that can strengthen 
the global competitiveness of our cities.

Late last year we finalised the Urban 
Transformation Strategy for the Central to 
Eveleigh area. It will guide development along 
and around the rail corridor between Central, 
Macdonaldtown and Erskineville Stations. 

The team is here today 
to answer your questions 

Our approach
Urban transformation is about renewing under-used city areas 
on a large scale.

Central to Eveleigh is ideal for urban transformation. It can lead 
the way in terms of demonstrating how Sydney will be in the 
future - a city of: 

• smaller homes, shared spaces and bigger lifestyles

• mixed uses and communities of old and new development

• local neighbourhood scale living connected to cultural 
opportunities near and far

• shorter distances between work and home, services and 
recreation, education and learning – a place where a car is a 
luxury and not a necessity.

Today is an opportunity for you to:
•  learn about the Strategy 
•  understand how it will guide future 

local planning for government-owned 
land in the area.

Urban Transformation Strategy
25 November 2016
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Welcome

These display panels are based on information available to, and the current intention of, UrbanGrowth NSW at the time of publication. UrbanGrowth NSW reserves the right to make changes to its projects and 
activities in its absolute discretion at any time without notice. To the extent permitted by law, UrbanGrowth NSW disclaims any liability whatsoever in connection with, reliance upon or the use of these display panels.
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Waterloo
Led by Family and Community Services 
with UrbanGrowth NSW

Approximately 16ha

Potential timing:  
medium to long term (5-15+ years)

Potential growth: Around 5,000 
new dwellings (in addition to future 
integrated planning with the site of  
the new Sydney Metro station)

Central Station
Led by Transport for NSW

Approximately 22ha

Potential timing:  
medium to long term (5-15+ years)

Potential growth: to be determined

Redfern to Eveleigh
Collaboration between Transport for NSW, UrbanGrowth 
NSW and Family and Community Services

Approximately 12ha

Potential timing: short to medium term (2-15 years)

Potential growth:  
North Eveleigh 600-700 dwellings  
South Eveleigh 400-700 dwellings  
Redfern Station to be determined (subject to feasibility 
studies and rail operation needs)
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What
•  Project announced in mid 2013
•  Aim is to transform 3km of mostly underutilised land 

along rail corridor
•  Focuses on around 50ha of government-owned land 
•  More homes close to public transport and services
•  Renewed social housing to better meet tenant needs
•  New jobs in sectors such as innovation and 

knowledge industries

When
•  Transformation will happen gradually over a 20–30 

year timeframe
•  Made up of short, medium and long term projects
•  Masterplans will be prepared for each precinct of 

government-owned land

Why
•  Improve the amenity and liveability of the area
•  Deliver housing and jobs for our growing city

Who 
A whole of government initiative involving: 
•  UrbanGrowth NSW 
•  Greater Sydney Commission
•  Transport for NSW
•  Department of Family and Community Services (Land 

and Housing Corporation)
•  Department of Education
•  NSW Health
•  Department of Planning and Environment
•  City of Sydney

As Sydney grows, inner city areas will change, with 
more apartment buildings and more residents. 
The Urban Transformation Strategy can help us to 
balance this growth in the Central to Eveleigh area 
with great design, additional green spaces and 
community facilities, and better public transport.

Map is indicative and not to scale.

Central to Eveleigh

ATP

ATP will be developed 
by Mirvac who has 
started construction 
to provide 10,000 
new jobs by 2020.



An opportunity to transform 
under-used government-owned 
land in Sydney’s inner city. 

The Urban Transformation 
Strategy will guide future 
development to take advantage 
of the area’s great public 
transport access, growing new 
economies and connections to 
universities, colleges and schools. 
Development will provide new 
homes, jobs and facilities for our 
growing city while preserving the 
area’s rich history and heritage.
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Benefits of transformation
The area can provide homes and jobs for people in 
an area that will help define Sydney’s identity as a 
modern global city.

Trade-offs of the transformation
New medium and high rise buildings will:

•  change the look of the area

•  impact on parking and traffic.

What’s in the Strategy?

The Strategy has three parts:

Vision and 10 key moves – a shared vision and case 
for change showing public benefits and trade-offs

Project plans – an approach to planning for 
precincts of government-owned land

Delivery framework – an outline of infrastructure 
and governance arrangements with strategic 
directions to guide future growth and development

The Strategy will be a reference for district and local  
level planning. 

Studies show Central to Eveleigh can become one 
of Sydney’s most walk and cycle friendly areas with 
potential for up to:

90% reduced car dependency 

60% reduced household car ownership  
compared to the average across Sydney.

Why do we need a strategy?

Sydney’s population will double 
over the next 40 years

Growth cannot be housed in new 
suburbs on the city’s outskirts only

Land in the inner city must also be developed to:
• provide new housing and workplaces
• improve liveability of the area

Urban Transformation Strategy



More than 75% of the people we 
asked* said they would want to 
continue to live in the area if the 
vision becomes reality.
*179 out of 230 participants at a workshop in May 2015
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An ambition for the Central to  
Eveleigh Program 
Connecting Sydney’s diverse and vibrant 
communities, strengthening the Global City 
and making a great place to live.

A place with a broad supply and choice of 
homes, including social housing and active, 
safe and attractive public places to support 
social diversity and community connections.

Opportunities:
• New public meeting places and parks

• Housing diversity to provide choice for 
everyone

• Potential to renew social housing estates

• Well-connected neighbourhoods with 
distinctive identities and high quality 
streetscapes

A place that celebrates its rich diversity, unique 
identity and heritage, and gives everyone easy 
access to community and cultural facilities to 
build a sense of collective community.

Opportunities:
• Community arts facilities

• Renew historic buildings

• Celebrate the living culture and heritage of 
the Aboriginal community

• Households closer to parks and playgrounds

• Potential to renew schools

• World renowned culture and creativity

• New metro station at Waterloo

• Renew Redfern Station to make it more 
accessible

• Renew Central Station as a major transport 
interchange

A dynamic and popular place to work that 
connects many types of businesses and offers 
the right balance and diversity of service, 
trade, digital, education, innovation and 
creative industries.

Opportunities:
• New jobs close to home

• Centre for digital, education, creative and 
other knowledge-intensive industries

• Better opportunities for small and medium 
enterprises

• Improved spaces that promote flexible 
working

• Connections between educational 
institutions and ATP

A place that responds to economic, social and 
climate changes in ways that benefit quality 
of life and the quality of the environment, 
harnessing new opportunities to enrich the 
community.

Opportunities:
• Green network between Erskineville, 

Newtown and Central stations

• More city parks

• Bicycle networks

• Integrated and sustainable infrastructure

• Design that celebrates heritage and provides 
for sustainability

• New car-free streets

• Walkable neighbourhoods

Housing Community Working Environment

Extensive community and stakeholder feedback has shaped a shared vision expressed under four themes.

Vision



Program announced Consultation to 
develop approach 
and identify  
opportunities and 
constraints affecting 
transformation

Initial consultation on 
a vision for Central to 
Eveleigh

Consultation on 
emerging vision, 
and key moves 
plus potential 
development 
scenarios for North 
Eveleigh

Preparation and 
consultation on 
masterplan for North 
Eveleigh

Release Urban 
Transformation 
Strategy

Statutory exhibition of proposal for  
North Eveleigh

Precinct planning commences for  
other precincts

Renew Redfern 
Station

Create a green 
network

Create walking 
and cycling 
connections 
across the 
railway corridor

Connect 
the city with 
surrounding 
places

Deliver a new 
Metro station 
at Waterloo

Create centres 
of activity 
around stations

Create a centre 
for Sydney’s 
growing 
economies

Strengthen 
arts, culture 
and heritage

Integrate  
new high  
density mixed 
use buildings 
with existing 
neighbourhoods 
and places

Deliver a 
diversity of 
housing choice, 
tenure and 
price points
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The key moves are the basic building blocks that will contribute to successful urban transformation in Central to Eveleigh. 

The Strategy identifies 10 key moves to achieve the vision for Central to Eveleigh:

2013-14 2014 mid–2015 2015-16 late–2016 2017 onwards2013

Key milestones timeline 

Urban Transformation Strategy
25 November 2016
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10 Key moves

Note: Individual projects to progress the key moves are subject to separate government approvals.

we are here



Housing diversity
•  Increase housing supply with a mix of 

apartment types and sizes

•  A diversity of housing at different price points, using 
innovative models and working across public, private and 
community providers

•  5-10% of new houses to be Affordable Housing managed by 
community providers

•  Renew and grow social housing stock
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Sustainability and 
resilience
•  Low car lifestyles - reduce car use by 90% with 

the majority of new residents living within easy access of 
heavy rail, a supermarket, community health, schools and 
education facilities

•  High targets for energy and water efficient living - reduce 
total greenhouse gas emissions and resident water 
consumption with sustainable building design

• Explore opportunities for new buildings to have rainwater 
storage

•  Increase green tree canopy

•  Lower average household costs associated with housing, 
transport and utilities

Jobs and industry
•  A major technical innovation and creative 

corridor through Ultimo, Chippendale, Redfern 
and Eveleigh

•  Flexible, modern and diverse workplaces, including some 
lower cost spaces 

•  Create places young entrepreneurs want to live and work 

•  Potential long term expansion of CBD around Central Station

• Leverage private sector investment to deliver new jobs and 
services at ATP 

Delivery framework

Public benefits to be delivered through six strategic directions 

The delivery framework outlines the approach that will help to deliver public benefits through transformation.

1 2 3



Arts, culture and heritage
•  Realise a creative vision for each distinct 

neighbourhood with place making

•  Activate heritage buildings and embed heritage 
interpretation in new development

•  Contemporary public art and artist spaces 

•  Work with Carriageworks and foster connections with 
recognised and up-and-coming artists 

•  Temporary activation programs, creative site hoardings and 
pop-up spaces

1800 756 953 
centraltoeveleigh.com.au 

Community facilities
• New accessible and flexible community 

centres 

• 8-11 child care centres

•  Adaptive reuse of historic buildings, including a cultural 
facility in the Clothing Store

•  A new high school on Cleveland Street and additional 
permanent classrooms in existing primary and high schools

•  Space for health care centres, primary care health nurses 
and space for doctors

Open space
•  A target of 15% of land in each precinct used for  

public open space (except Redfern Station which has  
major heritage and operational rail constraints)

•  All new residents to live within easy access of parks and 
playgrounds within five minutes walk from home

•  New open spaces that are safe, active and attractive, 
including parks and station plazas 

•  Greener streets connecting bike networks and improved 
pedestrian connections

•  Private open space for residents and design controls to 
encourage green facades and walls

We’re continuing to work with the City of Sydney 
to develop a comprehensive public realm and 
landscaping strategy for the area.

Delivery framework

The delivery framework outlines the approach that will help to deliver public benefits through transformation.

4 5 6

Public benefits to be delivered through six strategic directions 
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feasibility and rail 
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Expected benefits 
• Potential Redfern Station upgrade including 

consideration of a new southern concourse

• Adaptive re-use of historic buildings - the 
Clothing Store and the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer’s Office - as centres of community 
activity

• Potential new crossing over rail between 
Australian Technology Park and 
Carriageworks and urban design that 
enables future crossings between North and 
South Eveleigh

• Improved pedestrian connections to 
University of Sydney

• New childcare and community facilities

Who will deliver?
Transport for NSW, Family and Community 
Services and UrbanGrowth NSW

When will it happen?
• Redfern Station – Planning to commence in 

2017. 

• North Eveleigh – short term project. Formal 
planning proposal to be lodged in early-mid 
2017. Subject to approval, construction of 
infrastructure in early 2018

• South Eveleigh – no decision to progress 
planning at this stage

This area includes the precincts around Redfern 
Station, North Eveleigh and South Eveleigh.

North Eveleigh 
A new mainly residential neighbourhood with 
adaptive reuse of the historic Clothing Store 
building for creative community uses and a new 
park and local shops and facilities. 

Potential for:

600 - 700 dwellings

100 – 200 jobs.

South Eveleigh
A renewed residential neighbourhood with a 
mix of public and private housing around an 
upgraded park with local shops and facilities. 

Subject to feasibility analysis there is potential 
for:

400 – 700 dwellings

50 – 150 jobs.

Potential to progress under Communities  
Plus program.

Redfern Station
This area includes Redfern Station and the 
surrounding land adjoining the railway corridor. 

Subject to long term rail operation needs being 
confirmed, Redfern Station has the potential 
to become a more accessible, user friendly 
station, a centre for community interaction and 
expression and a space for local innovation and 
technology industries to expand.

Potential growth to be determined.

Affordable housing in North Eveleigh 
We have invested $8m in 88 affordable housing 
apartments in North Eveleigh as part of our 
commitment to housing diversity.

Detailed planning and feasibility analysis has 
been progressed for North Eveleigh to showcase 
how development outcomes can be guided 
by the vision and 10 key moves in the Urban 
Transformation Strategy.

Redfern  

Station

North 

Eveleigh

South 

Eveleigh

Redfern-Eveleigh project area

Artist’s impression of the restored 
Clothing Store in North Eveleigh 
alongside new housing and open space.

Map is indicative and not to scale.
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Expected benefits?
• Activate the grand concourse at Central with 

improved public amenity

• Potential new plazas at Pitt Street, Eddy 
Avenue and Chalmers Street

• A Grand Central Station integrated with 
surrounding areas

• New Sydney Metro station

Who will deliver?
Transport for NSW 

When will it happen?
• Medium to long term project
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Central Station
Central Station has the potential to be home to 
a new world-class transport hub in a bustling 
precinct. 

A long-term proposition that will depend on 
ongoing planning and feasibility assessments.

Potential dwelling and job targets to be 
identified through detailed planning and 
feasibility analysis. 

Map is indicative and not to scale.

Central Station project area
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Expected benefits?
• New and more social housing alongside 

affordable and market price housing

• New Sydney Metro station

• Multi-purpose community centre and 
childcare facilities

• Revitalised public open space with a high 
level of pedestrian amenity

Who will deliver?
Sydney Metro will design and build rail 
infrastructure.

As the major landowner, Family and 
Community Services will lead the 
redevelopment process, with UrbanGrowth 
NSW undertaking masterplanning to align with 
plans for the new Metro station.

When will it happen?
• Short to medium term project

• Subject to approval, redevelopment of social 
housing could commence within two years

• Progressive redevelopment over 15 to 20 
years
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The project area includes the Waterloo Estate 
and the land where the new Metro station will 
be built on Botany Road. 

The new Metro station will be a game changer 
for the area enabling investment to renew all 
social housing alongside a mix of new private 
and affordable housing. 

Social housing tenants can stay in the local 
area if they choose, and many will be able to 
move straight into new housing.

 
Subject to feasibility analysis there is  
potential for:

5,000 dwellings

400 – 800 jobs.

Map is indicative and not to scale.

Waterloo project area
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Design and development controls, including 
requirements for design competitions, will be 
defined through the precinct planning process to 
ensure higher density development showcases 
architectural innovation and design excellence. 

Six principles to deliver the best 
outcomes for local communities: 

Diversity
Each new building’s form and 

height should be varied.

Community facilities
Community facilities should 

be near areas of activity and 
designed to support public 

spaces like parks and plazas.

Accessible public spaces
Design should encourage high levels of activity in public 

spaces that are used frequently by a range of people.

Active streetscapes
The shops, cafes and offices that 
new buildings provide will attract 
pedestrian and foot traffic, to create 
bustling, vibrant streets.

Variety
The look and feel of new buildings: 
should be varied and add to the visual 
appeal of new neighbourhoods.

Transition from new to old
The tallest buildings should be built where they have the least impact 
and taper down in height as they meet existing neighbourhoods.

1

4

35

26

Density done well
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The Greater Sydney Commission has been 
established to guide district level land use 
and infrastructure planning across the 
metropolitan area.

The Central to Eveleigh area is within the 
Central District.

The Urban Transformation Strategy and our 
technical studies are references for district 
planning.

The Commission is currently seeking 
feedback on the draft Central District Plan.

The Central District Plan will directly inform 
local council planning and influence state 
agency decisions. 

The Urban Transformation Strategy will be 
used as a reference for detailed precinct 
planning.

UrbanGrowth NSW will assist government 
landowners with masterplanning for 
balanced development outcomes in each 
precinct. 

Masterplans will provide a framework to 
direct future development. They will define:

changes to access, land uses and 
built form (including building heights) 

provisions for open space, 
community facilities, transport 
services and sustainability 
interventions to support growth

short, medium and long-term 
housing and job projections 

an implementation program, including 
funding for infrastructure.

Masterplans will reference the vision, key 
moves and strategic directions in the Urban 
Transformation Strategy. 

The transformation of each precinct will 
depend on constraints and decisions to be 
made by Transport for NSW and Family and 
Community Services as landowners.

District level planning Local level planning

Want to stay up to date? 
Sign up to  
centraltoeveleigh.com.au  
to receive update emails and 
news about precinct planning

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/
centraltoeveleigh

For more information about  
the Greater Sydney  
Commission visit: 

greatersydneycommission.
nsw.gov.au

The Clothing Store and platform apartments, North EveleighSydney

Future regional and local planning


